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Welcome to AFC Bournemouth Community 
Sports Trust 2017/18 Impact Report. 

This report looks at the continued growth and 
development of the Trust over the course of our 
third season in the Premier League. 

The infrastructure of the Trust has grown with nine 
new employees recruited in key areas developing 
and delivering projects. These projects continued 
across four main areas of work; Participation, 
Education, Health and Social Inclusion, influencing 
education and helping our local Community. 

The growth of the Trust continued throughout the 
season to regularly reach 4,000 participants on a 
weekly basis delivering both on and off the field 
and in the classroom over 120 sessions per week. 

The future of the Trust continues to look very 
positive as more projects are delivered in line with 
the success of the team in the Premier League 
and I am very proud of the continued support 
of the players, who regularly attend Community 
events which are always inspiring and motivational 
for those who get the opportunity to meet their 
heroes and role models and I am grateful to AFC 
Bournemouth Management for their continued 
support in this area. 

Without doubt the success of the Trust would not 
be possible without the Community Sports Trust 
staff, who work tirelessly to deliver their projects 
and engage with the local community. The 
fantastic support of AFC Bournemouth, which 
starts at the very top with Chairman and Trustee 
Jeff Mostyn, Chief Executive Neill Blake, General 
Manager Liz Finney and Commercial Director 
Rob Mitchell, and includes the AFC Bournemouth 
Players and First Team Management. 

The continued success would also not be possible 
without the support of our Trustees, volunteers, 
local businesses and all our funders. Thank you all 
for your continued support throughout another 
memorable season within the Premier League. 

I am honoured and privileged to be  AFC 
Bournemouth’s Head of Community and I am 
grateful for all those who work hard to achieve 
the success and look forward to another exciting 
season in the Premier League. 

Thank You.

Steve Cuss
Head of Community

Steve
Cuss
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The continued success 
would not be possible 
without the support of our 
trustees, volunteers, local 
businesses and all our 
funders



The Trust employs 36 local people on both 
a part-time and full-time basis and has 

provided volunteering opportunities for 24 
people of all ages during the 2017/18 season.
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The Community Sports Trust 
headline sponsor is Vitality.

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust is 
the charitable arm of Premier League club,
AFC Bournemouth. The Community Sports 
Trust actively works within the local 
communities of Bournemouth, Poole and the 
surrounding areas delivering practical and 
educational sessions.. 

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
was formed in 2008 from the Football in the 
Community, and has continued a charitable 
working partnership with AFC Bournemouth. 
Charity Number: 1122693. 

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust’s 
vision is to help people achieve their goals 
through the delivery of quality sessions. In an 
average week, the Community Sports Trust work 
with approximately 4,000 people across 120 
sessions, for children as young as one-year old 
to adults over 50.

About us
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One of our main aims is to get as many people involved in and 
playing regular football. With this, we provide as many opportunities 
as possible for children and adults to get involved in our sessions. 
Over the past two seasons, the power of the Premier League and the
AFC Bournemouth brand has enabled us to engage with over 1,500 
more individuals on a weekly basis. 

Participation

Over 500 people have represented 
AFC Bournemouth in a Community 

Sports Trust fixture, wearing the 
Cherries shirt.
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Over 2,400 children have 
visited Vitality Stadium as 
part of Community Sports 
Trust birthday parties.

Minikickers sessions 
engage with 200 
children per week on 
average.

Weekly participation 
sessions offered to groups 
with specific needs.
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Soccer
Schools

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
Soccer Schools are the staple events of any 
school holidays. Sessions are run across 
weekdays throughout the various school 
holidays, and are supported by CMP Print. 

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
Soccer Schools run across Bournemouth, 
Poole, Purbeck and Blandford and are offered 
to children aged 4-14 years old. All sessions 
include fun warm up games, skill sessions, 
penalty competitions and small-sided 
matches.

This season two new Bournemouth venues 
were added plus an additional session in 
Christchurch. The Milton Abbey residential 
took place over four days to accommodate an 
increase in demand.

supported by

4,000 individual children have 
attended an AFC Bournemouth 
Soccer School.

70 Soccer Schools have taken 
place in Dorset since July 2017.

10 11



AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust offer a wide 
range of educational activities, from project lessons and PE 
Lessons within school time with primary school children to 
offering various projects within schools alongside working 
with local colleges and university students.

Education

Increased delivery 
programme to 
now include 
Employability 
Workshops, which 
are targeted at 
secondary school 
pupils.

Over 327 hours of educational workshops have been 
delivered to primary and secondary school children.

19 weeks work experience offered to 
local secondary school pupils.
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AFC Bournemouth Community Sports 
Trust deliver educational workshops to all 
local primary school across Dorset. These 
workshops are themed to different topics 
including; healthy living, internet safety, road 
safety and respect. 

These workshops are one hour in duration and 
use a variety of different resources to engage 
the children and encourage them to learn 
more around these non-curriculum subjects. 

Schools
projects

Provided unique learning opportunities for 
primary school pupils - a workshop inside a 
Yellow Bus, on the school site.

24 individual schools received a 
free educational workshop.
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18 internet safety 
workshops delivered 

as part of Safer 
Internet Day 2018.

We are delighted to be supported by IT Support 
Business for our Internet Safety Lessons, Goadsby 

for our Citizenship and Respect Workshops and 
Yellow Buses for the Soccer Safety School.



AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust have delivered 
Educational Workshops around equality, working with 
organisations such as Kick It Out and Show Racism the 
Red Card.

These equality workshops educated the young people on 
racism and disability awareness.

Equality
Education 
Workshops

Over 120 children 
from four schools 
participated in the 
workshops.
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AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
delivered the Premier League Primary Stars 
project within local schools in Bournemouth and 
Poole, with the support of Medhurst IT. 

Many coaching and physical activities were 
arranged for the youngsters whilst CPD 
opportunities were provided for over 80 teachers.

Premier
League
Primary 
Stars

30 local Key Stage 2 
pupils benefited from 
the Reading Stars 
programme.

Play on the Pitch 
tournaments at 

Leicester City and on 
Vitality Stadium’s pitch.

Over 70 six-week blocks of PE 
coaching and over 35 PSHE 
workshops delivered to schools 
in Bournemouth and Poole.
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The AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
Premier League Primary Stars programme is 

supported by Medhurst Communications



Premier
League
enterprise
challenge
Last season five schools from Bournemouth, 
Poole and Christchurch took part in the AFC 
Bournemouth Enterprise Challenge.

Learning for this took place at AFC Bournemouth 
and within their own school environments. Poole 
High School represented AFC Bournemouth in 
the national competition.
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Schools noticed an increase in 
attainment at school for those who 
took part in the programme.

The programme helped 
to increase social and 
presentation skills for 

many who took part.



The men’s football first team reached the BUCS 
Sport National Cup Final for just the second time.

Bournemouth 
University’s pride 

event was supported 
by the Trust as part of 

LGBT History month.

Partnership
work:
Bournemouth
University
The Community Sports Trust managed and 
coached five Bournemouth University football 
teams during the 2017/18 season, specifically, 
four men’s teams and the women’s team.

The Trust helped to support further opportunities 
for female footballers from Bournemouth 
University by hosting Social Football sessions 
on campus and also providing opportunities 
for players to play in the AFC Bournemouth 
women’s teams.

The Trust also provided opportunities for 
Bournemouth University graduates to pursue 
a career in football, with two graduates working 
within the Girls and Women programme.

In return the University have provided facilities 
for Community Sports Trust programmes 
including Glow Football within the sports hall 
and a Girls Festival on the astro pitches. Also 
Bournemouth University were shirt sponsors for 
the AFC Bournemouth Girls teams in 2017/18.
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The Community Sports Trust 
delivers workshops in local 
schools, which focus on having 
a healthy lifestyle. In total 70 
one hour workshops have been 
delivered to over 2,000 young 
people locally.

There are also male only and 
female only fitness sessions run 
weekly across Bournemouth 
and Poole.

Health

150 people took part in 
an AFC Bournemouth 
health session.

A total of 128.5 kg has been lost by men who 
had taken part in the Cherries Fit Challenge.

The Cherries Fit 
Challenge session 

was highlighted 
on BBC’s Match of 
the Day during the 

season.

2524



Inclusion
AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust runs many 
inclusion based programmes, many of which are funded by 
the Premier League. These programmes operate on a turn up 
and play basis and are open to anyone within the specific age 
bands. 

AFC Bournemouth’s Inclusion sessions offer a safe 
environment for young people to enjoy football, whilst also 
offering additional benefits including playing matches in 
AFC Bournemouth match kit, against opposition from other 
Premier League teams, Premier League match tickets and 
work experience at the Community Sports Trust. 

17 different sites have been 
used for inclusion sessions.

2,326 children aged 8-19 
year olds who have taken 
part in at least one session 
from AFC Bournemouth 
Community Sport Trust’s 
inclusion programme.

Over 2,100 inclusion 
sessions have been 

delivered during the 
2017/18 season.
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Legg Family

Georgia is in the under 10 girls teams, whilst Amiee, 
who is in her second season with the club, plays in 
the under 12’s. 

Whilst the children enjoy themselves by taking part 
in lots of football sessions throughout the week, 
Mum, Kayleigh and Dad, Steve also get involved 
too. Throughout the 2017/18 season, Steve has 
taken part in Goals – Cherries Fit Challenge which 
has seen him improve his lifestyle and well-
being. In addition to this Steve also referees AFC 
Bournemouth Girls’ matches. 

The whole family turned out to watch the AFC 
Bournemouth Women’s first ever game on the 
pitch at Vitality Stadium. Georgia and Amiee took 
part in some coaching on the main pitch, and 
Mum, Kayleigh got involved in the half-time relay. 

Speaking about the Legg family, Head of 
Community Steve Cuss said, “The Legg family are 
a great example of how the whole family can be 
involved with AFC Bournemouth.” 

“It is always good to see them at different activities 
and we are grateful for their support.” 

Together, Anything is Possible. 

AFC Bournemouth prides itself on being a 
family club, offering opportunities for all the 
family to be involved in not just watching the 
games but other activities and events too. 

The Community Sports Trust encapsulates the 
family club feeling, which can be shown through 
the Legg Family. 

In total, the Legg Family hold five AFC Bournemouth 
season tickets which includes four Junior Cherry 
Memberships. The family can be quite often found 
on a match day enjoying the activities in the Junior 
Cherries Fan Zone before they take their seats in 
Vitality Stadium for the game. 

Outside of the match day, the family are involved in 
various Community Sports Trust sessions. Starting 
with the youngest of the family, Josh who attends 
football sessions including Minikickers and Soccer 
Schools, similar to the eldest sister Sophie, who 
regularly attends girls only football sessions with 
the Community Sports Trust, from which she has 
represented AFC Bournemouth in fixtures against 
other professional football clubs. 

The two middle sisters Amiee and Georgia both 
play for AFC Bournemouth. Younger sister
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Bournemouth sessions sponsored by

16% of the number 
engaged are females 
aged 8-19 years old.
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Over 50% of participants 
have attended four or more 
Premier League Kicks.

Representatives from the 
Premier League Kicks 
programme have played 
fixtures against teams from 
West Ham, Southampton, 
Chelsea and Watford as well 
as playing against teams 
from Australia and Germany.

Premier
League 
Kicks

1,383 young people engaged 
in the Premier League Kicks 
programme last season.

Premier League Kicks is the Premier League’s 
flagship community programme which uses 
the power of football and sport to inspire young 
people. AFC Bournemouth Community Sports 
Trust is into the second year of delivering 
the Premier League Kicks programme, after 
becoming the 55th club to receive funding to do 
so, from the Premier League. 

The Community Sports Trust’s programme, 
runs every night of the week, and uses various 
football facilities across Bournemouth, Poole, 
the surrounding areas and this season has 
expanded into the Christchurch region, to 
engage young people from ages 8-19 years old 
in free football activities. 

13 young people received the FA 
Junior Football Leaders Award.
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Christchurch sessions sponsored by



The Community Sports Trust worked with ten local grassroots 
football clubs throughout last season, providing ten soccer schools 
across the various linked clubs.

Linked Clubs

Over 500 young people from local grassroots 
football clubs attended Vitality Stadium for a 
tour of the facilities.

Over 200 coaching 
sessions were delivered to 

local grassroots clubs.

CPD events were offered to grassroots 
coaches, including an Academy based 

session at AFC Bournemouth.
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Over 90 visits to 
residential homes to 

lead Chair football 
activities.

12 different care homes visited.

Walking football matches and 
tournaments, including pitch 
events at Portsmouth FC.

82 attendees 
at the annual 

coffee morning, 
including former 
Cherries’ player 
Dickie Dowsett.

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
have been working in partnership with Care 
South for four consecutive seasons. The 
partnership includes two main activities; the 
Extra Time project and Walking Football.

Rudd, from St Ives House was part of the 
flagbearer line up at this season’s Community 
Sports Trust themed matchday.

Our Walking Football and Extra Time 
programmes are supported by Care South.

Care
South
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Expansion to include Girls 
Only sessions for girls aged 7+, 
which have seen over 100 girls 

playing football.

Premier
League 
Girls

Over 300 girls and women 
aged 11+ have participated 
in weekly sessions.

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
is one of 87 clubs who deliver the Premier 
League funded Girls programme to local girls. 
The project aims to provide opportunities for all 
girls, from those just trying out football to the 
budding young female footballers to take part in 
the sport. 

The Community Sports Trust has offered various 
weekly sessions for girls and women of all 
ages to get involved in football, and has many 
progress onto other opportunities from this.

13 weekly sessions 
offered across 
Bournemouth and Poole.
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Girls &
Women
programme

The AFC Bournemouth Girls & Women 
Programme was a great success during the 
2017/18 season with 59 players from the 
youth set up representing the club within 
the under 10, 12, 14 and 16 age groups.

The AFC Bournemouth Under 12 Girls 
remained unbeaten throughout the whole 
2017/18 season in both league and cup 
fixtures. The women’s first team played their 
first game on the pitch at Vitality Stadium 
against Chelsea Ladies Development 
Squad. The match drew a crowd of 877.

Players from the 
Girls & Women 
teams were 
involved in official 
club kit launches.

8 teams from the Girls & Women 
programme played in cup finals.

Ladies attended the 
AFC Bournemouth 

End of Season 
Awards for the first 

time. Chloe Tape was 
named Ladies Player 

of the Season.

The Womens first 
team achieved a 
third successive 

promotion.
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We are delighted that our four Girls teams are 
supported by Bournemouth University, whilst the 
Women’s teams are sponsored by W&S Recycling



Premier League 
BT Disability
Programme

The Community Sports Trust’s weekly programmes offer football to those with physical, 
learning and emotional difficulties.

The Trust works in partnership with Dorset Mental Health Forum to offer three ‘REACH’ 
football sessions a week. Over 70 individuals have taken part in the sessions.

Ability Counts programmes provide both children and adults the opportunity to play in a Pan-
Disability League. In total 79 people have represented AFC Bournemouth as part of this. 

The AFC Bournemouth were selected as an FA Disability Talent Hub, with 16 players currently 
within the setup and one progressing for an England trial.

Play on the pitch 
opportunities at 
AFC Bournemouth 
and Chelsea, with 
fixtures against 
Watford, Brighton 
and Southampton.

Impairment specific 
football coaching 
sessions ran weekly 
for children. These 
include hearing 
and visual impaired 
sessions, and 
sessions for those 
with Cerebral Palsy 
and Frame users.

Provided volunteering 
opportunities for 

individuals who have 
disabilities.
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Our Ability Counts 
programme, which 

includes a fixture 
programme is supported 

by Cathedral City

AFC Bournemouth launched 
Sensory Packs to improve the 
match day experience for fans 
with disabilities, particularly 
those with Autism. Nearly 
40 Sensory Packs have 
been handed out since their 
introduction in April.



The AFC Bournemouth 
first team players 

supported our themed 
matchday by warming 

up in Community Sports 
Trust branded t-shirts. 

Eddie Howe also showed 
his support by wearing a 
Community Sports Trust 

pin-badge.

CST MATCHDAY
During the 2017/18  season, AFC Bournemouth 
nominated the Premier League match against 
Manchester United, as the Community Sports 
Trust Match Day. This game enabled the 
football club and all the fans to celebrate all 
things AFC Bournemouth Community Sports 
Trust. To celebrate the diversity across the 
Community Sports Trust programmes, all of the 
flag-bearers on the day were from a variety of 
projects including Minikickers, Premier League 
Kicks, Goals and the Care South project. 

50% of flagbearers 
had a disability or 
impairment.

14 flagbearers representing a variety of 
AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
programmes, including Ability Counts, Care 

South and Premier League Girls.
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Cherries
Community 
fund
AFC Bournemouth’s half-time Cherries 
Community Draw gives supporters the chance 
to win cash prizes whilst helping the local 
community through the Cherries Community 
Fund. At each home game, Cherries’ supporters 
can purchase tickets to go into the draw, with 
all the proceeds going directly into the Cherries 
Community Fund. 

The three-man panel made up of AFC 
Bournemouth Chairman Jeff Mostyn, Head of 
AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
Steve Cuss and a community representative. 
On many occasions this season, AFC 
Bournemouth winger Marc Pugh has sat on 
the panel, and helped to decide who receives 
the funding.  Any project or organisation can 
apply to receive a grant of up to £1000 from 
the Cherries Community Fund. 

Since it’s creation 
in 2016, the fund 

has donated 
£84,099 to 

worthy causes.

The 2017/18 season 
has seen the Cherries 

Community Fund donate 
£46,281 to different 

projects, organisations, 
charities and individuals.

£938.00 was donated to the 
Shine Project at the Dorset Rape 

Crisis Support Centre to enable 
them to deliver a programme of 

six workshops.

£1,000 was donated to 
the Dorset Ethnic Minority 
Awards, a project aimed 
at celebrating the Ethnic 
minority community, 
groups and businesses 
that have made a positive 
impact to the ethnic 
minorities of Dorset.
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In total 200 tickets 
were given out to 

charity partners and 
under-represented 

groups.

AFC Bournemouth dedicates every home 
match to a single charity or organisation. This 
season we represented World Mental Health 
Day, International Men’s Day, Disability History 
Month, World Cancer Day, LGBT History Month, 
International Women’s Day, World Downs 
Syndrome Day, Autism Awareness Week, and the 
launch of AFC Bournemouth’s LGBT group, Proud 
Cherries, by inviting them to watch Premier 
League fixtures at Vitality Stadium.

Themed
Matchdays

37% of attendees 
were female.

8% of attendees 
came from non-white 

backgrounds.

7% of participants 
identify as LGBT.

5% of participants had a 
disability or impairment.
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The Trust offered the opportunity for schools 
and colleges from all around the world to come 
and experience football in England, as well as 
visiting countries far and wide to deliver soccer 
schools and other programmes.

International
work

44 players and coaches from St Joseph’s College 
in Brisbane, Australia visited AFC Bournemouth as 

part of ongoing partnership work.

Worked with Bournemouth University to deliver China 
Football Study Programme for Summer 2018.

Head of Community, Steve Cuss, 
visited Ningbo, China as part of the 

Premier League Skills project.

Soccer Schools 
delivered in Spain in 

July 2018.
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There was 129 player appearances 
throughout the 2017/18 season.
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The AFC Bournemouth first team, under 21 and Womens 
players often support the Community Sports Trust at all 
kind of events throughout the season.

Player
Support

Tyrone Mings named 
Community Player of 
the Season 2017/18.
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2017/18 
Summary
The Community Sports Trust 
engages with on average 
4,000 people per week.

The Community 
Sports Trust 
delivers over 
120 sessions 

per week.

The Trust provides 
over 60 local people 
with employment 
and volunteering 
opportunities.
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Over 120 players engaged in 
community visits throughout 
the 2017/18 season.

Over 120 players engaged in 
community visits throughout 
the 2017/18 season.



Thank you for your
continued support 
AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust 
Impact Report 2017/18



Together, anything is possible.
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